
LETTER ABOUT PRE-FORUM AND “IGNATIAN DAY” WITHIN THE WORLD 
SOCIAL FORUM OF BELÉM - BRAZIL 

 
Manaus, 15 February 2009  
 
Dear Friends, greetings from Amazonia! 
 
From January 24th to February 1st some 120 Jesuits and collaborators in Jesuit 
works, coming from more than 28 countries around the world, met together in 
Belém do Pará, Brazil. The meeting was called by the Brazil Amazonia Region 
(BAM), the Conference of Latin American Provincials (CPAL), and the Social 
Justice Secretariat of the Society of Jesus, for the purpose of developing a variety 
of activities within the framework of the World Social Forum (WSF). Among them 
was a Pre-Forum with the central theme, “Religious Faith and the Defense of 
Life,” was attended by an additional 100 persons interested in the topic, coming 
from a variety of organizations, congregations, and regional institutions. It was 
an intense experience of communion in heart and soul and of strengthening in our 
mission. On January 30th we held an “Ignatian Day,” during which those of us 
who attended the Pre-Forum tried to gather together the fruits of our 
participation in the WSF. 
 
As a result of this meeting, we wish to share with you the following letter. It is 
not really an official declaration. It is rather a letter that gathers together the 
principal insights that we had during the Pre-Forum and the “Ignatian Day”, with 
the idea of making an appeal for all of us to continue to be committed to the 
dynamic of collective sharing and searching that was generated in those days. 
 
We hope that this text will be read widely, so that there will be an abundance of 
ideas and a sustained dialogue about the possibilities that those ideas open up for 
our works in different parts of the planet. We would like to make this “collect-
style” text an excuse for our continuing to communicate with one another and to 
broaden the network of persons and institutions interested in our works. It is in 
that spirit that we share this message with the companions who were not present 
in Belém do Pará.  
  

1. Meeting together and sharing local experiences enriches our concrete 
experiences and allows us to acquire a broader vision of our missions and 
our tasks. The Pre-Forum and the WSF are important spaces for feedback 
with regard to both these perspectives. 

 
2. With ever great wisdom and in a spirit of true discernment, the Society of 

Jesus must integrate into all its actions (whether apostolic, institutional, 
organizational, or individual) our faith with the vital dimensions relating to 
socio-environmental justice, namely, justice among people and justice 
toward creation. The interdependence of all forms of life, and the close 
connection between our relationship with God, people and the earth 



affirmed by the General Congregation 35 (GC35), makes it impossible for 
us to think of one without the other. Justice toward creation, as a biblical 
expression of just relations with God and with humankind, is an imperative 
of the Christian faith. 

 
3. The present “crisis” is not just a crisis of finance and markets; it is a crisis 

of capitalism and of the systems and subsystems (political, ideological, 
religious, cultural) that support it and extend it. The crisis demonstrates 
that the much-hailed “end of history” did not arrive with the ascendancy of 
capitalism. Moreover, it makes clear that we must urgently develop new 
relations, whereby a more integrative (holistic) and sustainable vision of 
creation can generate social models that make it possible for all people to 
enjoy a life worth living. The Society of Jesus, given its universal mission 
and the means it has at its disposal, has a special responsibility in the 
creation and implementation of new alternatives. 

 
4. We must also consider our local commitments within a broader perspective 

and attempt to act together on a global level. We re-affirm the importance 
of the Society’s presence in spaces like the WSF and the need for it to be 
present as well in other spaces, such as the next Copenhagen Summit, 
where the future of the planet will be debated and in large part decided 
“with or without our participation.” 

 
5. In collaboration with the many other institutions that work for the good of 

humanity, the Society of Jesus must, as a manifestation of its universal 
mission, continue promoting and organizing this kind of events, in which it 
“makes contact” with people from many places, many cultures, many 
different traditions and visions. Many good things happened in the Pre-
Forum, as well as other things that should be corrected in future meetings. 

 
6. At various times during our meeting we unanimously noted the importance 

of keeping on strengthening the existing networks among us and with other 
organizations both at a national and an international level. 

 
7. One particularly important service that we can offer is that of providing 

spaces so that different indigenous peoples can meet one another “face to 
face” – the peoples of America among themselves and also with diverse 
peoples from the rest of the world – so that they can reinforce their 
struggles and their ideals. The Jesuits have been present in very significant 
ways (for better and for worse) at critical moments in the histories of these 
peoples, and now it is to be hoped that the Society of Jesus will make a firm 
and decisive commitment on behalf of the Native Peoples’ causes. Even 
though they are the most excluded among the great multitude that the 
dominant capitalist system excludes, they are still the “teachers of 
humankind,” since they call seriously into question, with many of their 



unique forms of thought and action, our social development models based 
on consuming and on domination of things and persons. 

 
8. The realization of the WSF in Amazonia with its meetings and reflections 

showed once again the strategic importance of this region for the entire 
world. The recent priority assigned by the UN to the Amazonia confirms this 
perception. The participants at the “Ignatian Day” hope that the Society of 
Jesus, engaged in the mission to be at the frontiers, confirms its option in 
favor of this region in the strategic planning entrusted by GC35 both at 
CPAL level (implementing n. 29 of “Principle and Horizon”) and at universal 
one, considering the possibility of integrating Amazonia within its “apostolic 
preferences”.  

 
9. The work that the Jesuits and their collaborators are doing in the Amazon 

region needs and deserves the strong support of the whole Society of Jesus 
in its different instances: the provinces, the CPAL, and the general 
government. We attest to the good will among many Jesuits and 
collaborators who want to work in Pan-Amazonia. Right now they are 
welcome. 

 
We greet and thank all the persons who participated in the Pre-Forum and the 
“Ignatian Day”, especially the agencies of international cooperation that 
generously supported us. 
 
We invite all to maintain and to strengthen the contacts among ourselves and to 
give expression to the solidarity among the different projects in which we work. 
One good way of perpetuating what we achieved and experienced at the Pre-
Forum and the WSF would be to distribute this message to other persons who 
may be interested in joining these networks.  
 

With a fraternal embrace, 
 

 

     
Fr. Fernando Franco, s.j.      Fr. Alfredo Ferro,s.j. 
Social Justice Secretariat             Coordinator of the Social Sector, CPAL 
Society of Jesus 

 

 
Fr. Roberto Jaramillo, s.j. 
Regional Superior BAM 


