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REFLECTION ABOUT THE RELATION BETWEEN FAITH AND THE OTHER THEMES 

a) Faith and Human Rights 

-. We profess a faith that leads us towards justice and social commitment in the footsteps of Jesus. It 

is a faith that nourishes our commitment and this commitment, in turn, nourishes our faith, bearing 

the hope that “another world is possible”. The personal experiences help others find their own 

commitment. 

-. The understanding of the HR goes beyond them, it is necessary to include the rights of Nature. 

 

b) Faith, Public Space and Social-political Commitment 

-. Faith sustains our life, deepens our sense of dignity leading us to justice; it makes us free in our 

commitment, gives us confidence to resist injustices, actively promoting changes and 

transformations that are necessary and the possible hope that must be shared with the others. 

-. In the Christian perspective, the incarnation defines human life as inseparable from God’s life. In 

that sense, our relationship with God is also inseparable from our relationship with the others. 

-. A communal practice of faith as fullness must be present in our approach, even if it goes counter to 

a world that is dominated by technique. 

-. Today, we are asked to share our faith in the defense of life. 

-. Bearing in mind the current crisis, we must keep reflecting upon the relation with our faith and the 

“public”. 

-. Our social-political commitment stems from our encounter with those who suffer, and its 

genuineness is nourished by permanently staying in touch with the oppressed and the marginalized.  

-. We have to go to the centers of power and, in defining public policies, talk in an efficient way with 

authorities. 

-. We should commit ourselves to finding ways of developing and alternative means of promoting 

justice. 

 

c) Faith Peace and Reconciliation 

-. Faith is our source of inspiration and motivation in the struggle against unjust social structures, 

dehumanizing conditions, forms of violence and all anti-life forces. 

-. Our faith isn’t solely religious; it is faith in the human being and in life-upholding values. 

-. Faith helps us changes ways of thinking and visions, in terms of giving life to others; it helps us go 

from reason to the heart; it gives us courage and strength to work for peace, forgiveness, justice and 

reconciliation; it gives us hope and consolation to go out of ourselves and work in favor of the 

people, and challenges us to remain ready to the coming of the Holy Spirit. 

-. It is not only faith that challenges us into taking on social commitment, it is also the social reality 

and the identification with the people that shapes our faith in everyday life. 

-. Our faith saves us from faltering by giving direction and meaning to our service, taking away all our 

negativities.  
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-. Faith inspires and enlightens our discernment, not only in terms of what must be done but also in 

how to do it, solving disturbing questions about our identification with suffering people and teaching 

us to give absolute priority to life. 

-. In situations of conflict, faith helps us discern the essential from the superficial.  

Faith purifies us, faith can create peaceful atmospheres, faith can help us forgive to others in an 

understanding and fraternal spirit. 

-. Let us go into the world and vindicate our faith. 

 

-. Even though it is not easy to tackle the issue of peace and reconciliation in the middle of many 

adversities, the conferences helped reach a realistic vision of the social work, of our successes, 

failures and challenges. They also helped us perceive the diversity of approaches and of the different 

situations. We sensed that there is a way out through a pacific struggle that harmonizes peace and 

justice. The conferences helped to take a deep look at the strength of our hope in the struggle for 

justice and reminded us that faith is greater and stronger when we face great needs and challenges. 

-. We realized there is a great diversity of experiences, but the problems in the different parts of the 

world are similar  as is the faith we have, therefore the experiences are to us like lessons and they 

are spaces of mutual solidarity which pervades the networks. 

-. The work with the excluded and marginalized is a process and not an end in itself. 

-. Peace and reconciliation, as permanent processes, will only be possible with an equitable justice; 

however, it is necessary for that reason to build unity for the struggle for peace and reconciliation.  

-. The most troubling aspect is the sin and the violence that seem to be spirals. 

 

d) Faith and the Future of the Amazonian Cultures 

-. Genuine faith makes us free, leads us to action, makes us believe, fills us with hope, leads us to the 

necessity of loving and serving; it challenges us to live in the middle of the cultures and it is the 

foundation of our commitment. A false faith keeps its holders caught up in ideologies and makes 

human development difficult. 

-. We acknowledge that today there is a denial and a lack of recognition of the Amazonian peoples. 

 

e) Faith and Environmental Problems , Challenges and Responses 

-. God does not remain aloof from humanity, we are the ones who broke away from him. 

-. Our faith is action that must not fear in face of conflict and which, in spite of being surrounded by 

great challenges with no apparent great results, does not let us down in our work for common 

interest. 

-. Living our faith must be expressed through small individual initiatives, despite the powerlessness 

that we might feel in the face of the current mess. 

-. We feel called to join together and support each other even though we live different experiences; 

we know that we all toil out of similar motivations and if we must suffer together we want to 

struggle together so as to be stronger than the pain. 

-. Respect for the environment is an attitude that must be taken day by day and that must inspire our 

personal decisions as well as be a parameter for our collective actions. 

-. We feel called to “take part” in the sustainability and to a sustainable decrease.  

-. We feel concerned and anxious for the defense of life. In order to change and cause no harm we 

need to be pressured. 

-. We must adopt a more global outlook. 

-. We are aware of the existing conflicts between the monoculture due to extensive farming and the 

varied self-sufficiency and subsistence agriculture as a life-friendly alternative. 
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f) Faith, Religion, Churches, New Groups and Religious Subjects 

-. The crisis is not one of spirituality, it is a church one. 

-. Faith helps us give a new meaning to the struggle, the root lies in the spirituality and they who 

abandon the struggle probably do not have roots. 

-. In their ability to resist, the poor have a mysticism.  

-. Someone who claims not having faith, finds in human values the stimulus for the struggle for 

justice and thus, without belonging to any religion, strengthens their spirit. 

-. It is useful to invite to our meetings people who do not necessarily share our faith in order to be 

aware of other realities and get from them a hint as to how they perceive us. 

-. We must not fear the failure that is part of the process. 

-. Knowing the experiences of others helps us find the value of small projects and creativity. 

-. We should think more about the reason why some of our religious movements lose the dimension 

of service and put more emphasis on the denominational. 

-. We must make an effort to convene with other social movements. 

-. We must find rooms for dialogue within the Church on the basis of the various experiences. 

-. We can have a fresh look at the documents of the Church in that perspective. 

-. There is a need for an interreligious dialogue between Christianity and Islam with regards to acting 

for justice. 

 

 

PROPOSALS 

a) Faith and Human Rights 

-. Resort to networking for a better communication on the reality of HR. 

-. Launch a project in the field of public policies in favor of HR. 

-. Deepen the relationship between Faith and the defense of Life. 

-. Rethink the formation of religious and lay people with regards to the HR. So as to build an 

incarnate Church. 

 

b) Faith, Public Space and Social Commitment 

-. We need to engage in networking; however, given that there already exist a few, what we have to 

do is avoid the duplication of the same, assess the ones we have, define a few strategies and clarify 

our objectives and methods. 

-. Strengthen the social movements in which we are involved, providing formation and capacity 

building, in order to make them autonomous.  

-. Formation regarding Faith and Politics with the aim of generating prophetic groups with vision. 

 

c) Peace and Reconciliation 

-. Develop a communication strategy with stories, narratives or experiences borrowed from the field 

of faith and reconciliation. 

-. Carrying out actions of ecological reconciliations, of restoration, reparation and enduring justice for 

the victims of multiple violence. 

-. Give up the intellectual elitism by harmonizing the intellectual and the social. 
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d) Faith and the Future of Amazonian Cultures 

-. Interrelation and communication between the public University and the rich tradition of 

indigenous cultures. 

-. Support to the Indigenous University of Tauca, Venezuela.  

-. Strengthen the mobile team of the Amazonia. Listen to what the village has to say and create new 

presences within the village itself. 

-. Listen to the voice of the indigenous peoples. 

-. Support the social movements in favor of public policies especially the movement of young 

women. 

-. Push for a new model of development, including economic, with a holistic spirituality. 

 

e) Faith and Environmental Problems , Challenges and Responses 

-. Environmental and pastoral education on the environment  with documents to direct it. 

-. Promote existing prophetic experiences with a call to young people. 

-. Paying attention to the language we use. 

-. Work with existing networks, no need to create new ones. 

-. Considering as a common cause and challenge a new model of development : “new skies and new 

earth”. 

 

f) Faith, Religion, Churches, New Groups and Religious Subjects 

-. Convene a World Social Forum on the globalizing factors in a religious world and of transformative 

justice in defense of life and the environment. 

-. Promote the social-environmental justice. 

-. Carry out a formation in favor of life and Nature : ignatian spirituality. 

-. Get people who do not share our faith in order to share with them at the next Pre-Forum. 

 

 

OTHER PROPOSALS THAT CAME OUT OF THE PLENARY SESSION 

 

-. We must begin by adopting an attitude of conversion with regards to the environment and 

integrating it into our live and our practice. 

-. We must think in terms of sustainable “involvement” and of decrease instead of growth. 

-. We are called to live a mysticism, to impulse democratic initiatives, confront the State, especially 

incoherent politicians. 

-. There must be a commitment of the institutions to those changes. 

-. As the Society of Jesus, we must prepare for the UN Climate Conference in Copenhagen at the end 

of 2009 commit and be present at this event because important decisions will be taken there. 

-. As the Society of Jesus, we must commit ourselves in a resolute way and more in Latin America to a 

social-environmental justice and the Social Justice Secretariat of the Society in Rome should also 

adopt an environmental perspective which presupposes an incarnate spirituality : Social-

Environmental Secretariat. 

-. Two common directions or proposals emerged : a) working within networks without multiplying 

the latter nor creating new structures and, a) Formation. 

-. Defense of the indigenous peoples. 

-. Let us learn from the indigenous peoples’ wisdom, they are our great masters, they are our 

treasure. 
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-. The anti-intellectualism that we want to promote consists in listening to the people. 

-. We are called to a greater coordination of our practices with social and popular movements. 

-. Free water and healthy forests. 

-. We cannot remain silent in front of issues like education, politics and the youth, we must speak 

out. We must go to the centers of power where decisions are made. 

-. Introduce in the programs of the universities the issue of advocacy, ecology and human rights. 

-. We cannot neglect the formation of priests in the social-environmental field. 

-. Consider the challenges posed by extremist and communalist movements with regards to human 

rights (India and other countries). 

-. Insist on the economic, social, cultural and Environmental rights. 

-. The social-environmental should be one of the major preoccupations of the SJ and should be 

focused on.  

-. We must question macro-projects given the consequences they entail.  

-. It is proposed to empower some processes and support initiatives like that of the Indigenous 

University of Tauco, Venezuela, the mobile team and a Social Forum on the religious issue which, if 

not accepted by the WSF organization, should be organized by the Society of Jesus. 

-. Edit a booklet with the Pre-Forum’s conclusions or, at least, spread them. 

-. Have our message delivered to the bishops.  


